S AP C D t B ] f ( COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
dla brie Public Health
Substance Abuse Prevention and Control

Costs of Alcohol and Other Drug Misuse/Abuse August 2023

Prevalence of substance use and abuse in the United States?

Alcohol Rx Illicit Drug Overall
Binge Alcohol Rx opioid Marijuana Cocaine lllicit drug Illicit drug Substance use
A s X . . !
ge group (years) drinking2 use disorder® misueb useP useP useP use disorderP disorder (SUD)P
Youth (12-17) 3.8% 3.4% 1.9% 10.5% 0.2% 14.1% 5.7% 8.5%
Young Adult (18-25) 29.2% 15.0% 3.0% 35.4% 3.5% 38.0% 15.5% 25.6%
Adult (26+) 22.4% 10.7% 3.3% 17.2% 1.6% 20.3% 6.1% 16.1%
Total (12+) 21.5% 10.6% 3.1% 18.7% 1.7% 21.9% 7.2% 16.5%

Rx opioid: Prescription pain relievers. Binge drinking: 5 or more drinks (for male) or 4 or more drinks (for female) on the same occasion on at least 1 day in the past 30 days.
2In the past month °In the past year

Alcohol and other drug (AOD) use results in a heavy disease and economic burden

Alcohol and other drug use in LAC costs billions annually in tangible costs?

e People with SUD incur 2-3 times more State Spending e The average annual taxpayer cost per inmate in
medical expenses than people without SUD3 .. California (CA) is $106,131°
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Investments in prevention, screening, and treatment yield substantial cost savings

Savings per dollar spent, by intervention for target population

‘—@ People in publicly funded
SUD treatment

invest
SUD Treatment
35,130 (2.5% of SUD)Y’
+130/(2.5% of SUD) $1 > $4 10 $7
4@ People with SUD savings?
1,430,660 (16.5%)*
’ﬂ i i i . Screening, Brief Intervention,
XIIxx; Invest  pefer to Treatment (SBIRT)

T 4@ Risky users $1 P $3.81 to $5.60
1

2,167,666 (25%)18 savings?!

invest Prevention

$1 P $7.40 to 36.00
—(®) Nonusers savings??
5,037,208 (58.1%)

LAC population age 12+: 8.8 million®®

For substance use disorder treatment in LAC, call at 844-804-7500, or visit Service & Bed Availability Tool (SBAT)

For more information on substance use disorders in LAC, visit http://ph.lacounty.gov/sapc.
For more information regarding this data brief, please contact Tina Kim, PhD at tkim@ph.lacounty.gov
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